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——— An fuperbos 
Tarquini Fafces memorem, an Catonis 
Nobile lethum 2° 


Horace. 





MON G the Arts of Peace, that deferve the 
Notice and Care of a Government, the 
Dramais not the leaft confiderable. Tragedy, 
in particular, when it purfues the great Ends 
of its Inftirution,and fhews us Heroick Life in 


‘Paiperfect Majefty, when by the Beauties of Drefs, Scenary, 
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Aion, and Elocution, in themfelves empty and arti- 
cial, it produces in us real and lafting Vertues, when 
t turns our Paflions to Objects that may defervedly em- 
loy them, is an Entertainment worthy a polite People, 
and by the help of a tolerable Taft and fome Attention, 
yay infenfibly win — our Gay, Idle Youth, and 
raife the Pleafure up to Inftruétion. 1! will not call thofe 
Poets, who have corrupted this Art: For the. farther 
deviates from its proper End, the more it loofes of 
ts Nature. But the beft Reformation of the Stage is 
Example, and ought to begin among thofe, whofe Ge- 
ying and great Names are able to bear them up againft 
degenerate Cuftom, and fet them at the Head of a 
athion, which may be {0 much to the Advantage of 
ertue. For this Rexfon I cannot erough commend 
he Excellent Author of C_4‘T O, who has convinc’d 
s, in fo happy a Manner, that the Affections may-be 
oved, and th Paffions actuated, by a Diftrefs arifing 
oma Principle of Honour, as well as Love. Such an 
xample, fo defervedly crown’d with Succefs, will, I 
ope, engage others to join in the Attempt of reftoring 
he Stage to its antient Ufe, and firing our Youth with 
igh Sentiments of Vertue, and a generous Paffion for 
heir Country. 

Whatever hath heen faid to prove, That a Dramatick 
Poet is reftrain’d to Perfons of a middle Chara&er, nei- 
her perfeétly Vertuous, nor Vicious to an Extremity, 
ppears to have had no more weight with the Author 
of Cato, than with Monfieur Corneille, For the Englifb 

ois reprefented more friétly Vertuous, and, if pof- 
ible, ofa more Godlike ‘Nature than the Roman. All 
he Underparts confpire to extol him: Eveh the Love- 
cencs are made coriducive to his Glory 3 and* he is fer 
above Cefar, above Fite, above Fupiter, nay above Rome 

d Liberty it felf, as if the Caufe, were of lefs regard 
han the Alero. But the worft, or rather only bad Action 
of his Lite, is the Laft. Here the Ai/forian mutt juftifie 
he Poet, fr making a Self-murder, infamous in it felf, 
and done in Violation of the Law of Nature and Pagan 
Morality, the Cataffropbe of a Character otherwife per- 
e&, and raifed to the higheft Dignity of human Na- 
we. 1 know not whether Cato might not have kill'd 

felf with.a better Grace, as a Storck, than as a Pla- 
tomck : For Plato pofitively condemns, this way of Dy- 

g, but the Stoicks allow'd of it, upon: a Principle of 
abjolute Freedom, which is moft confiftent with Czto’s 
aracter, who, .as Rapin obferves, was a Stoick by Con- 
itution, and expired with an obftinate Refolution be- 
coming that Seé/, that his Life and Death might be con- 
iitent, and the Unity of Decorum kept up in his Hi- 
tory. On the other hand, Stoicifas was a Corruption of 
he Roman Morals, and came in with the Ea/fern Fafhi- 
ons, after the Expedition into Macedonia. Hence Virgil, 

10, Macrobius, and others of the purer Age, con- 

temn‘d this fort of Death, as highly Criminal, an aé pf 

owardice, contrary to true Liberty, and Offenfive to 
: ds; but Tacitus, Paterculus, Seneca, Lucan, 
and Valerius Maximus maintained the contrary ; and 
ne later Romans, who had imbib’d the pernicious 
tinciple from Greece, found great eafe by it under 


the dreadful Proferiptions and Maflacres of Marius: 
Sylla and Cinna. Perhaps the Horror of a Stoical 

ath, fuch as Cato’s appears to be in Hiftorv, who is 
faid to have torn out his own Bowels in a Frantick 





. manner, after he had given the fatal Stab, might have 


been too fhocking upon the Engli/h Stage, evento ha 
bom a Rehearfal . ps therefore - Post chofe rather per 
et him expire upona profpect of Immortality, however 
dark and doubtful fat divefted him, in his laft Mo- 
ments, of that favage unrelenting Temper, which he 
appears in upon the fight of his Son’s Body: Tho’ Pl#- 
tarch , on thefe Occafions, as at the Death of his Bro- 
ther Cepio, reprefents him full of Grief, and liable to 
Tears. He is now no longer Stubborn and Inflexible, 
but expreffes the urmoft Difhdence and Uncertainty. 


—Why fhrinks the Soul 
Back on her felf, and frartles at Deftruttion ? 
What means this Heavinefs, that hangs upon me ¢ 
—Alas! J] f ear 
I've been too hafty. 
Lf IL have done amifs, impute it not : 
| Lhe bef? may erre. 


Tliefe Sentiments agree well enough with one, who had 
no Call from the Gods ; fince-a little before he had de 
clared in the Senate, that their Caufé was not yet De- 
fperate, and that they might retire and recruit their 
Forces in Numidia. He fell indeed with his Country, 
but not for it ; and by dying, effectually deferted her 
Interefts. For, as a judicious Writsr obferves, had He 
furviv’d the Murder of Cefar, his popular Charatter 
might at that juncture have retriev'd the Commonwea!th 
tho’ Bratizs fail’d in the’ Attempt, Who was detefied 
for his Ingratitude. Thefe Straights, in Point of Hi- 


ftory, oblig’d the Tregedian to defert Cato afver his Fall ; 


and therefore he forms his Moral upon quite another 
Turn than the Imitation of his Here, and only «warns us 
to avoid Cril Difcord, a Topick not touchd upon in 
the Body of the Pizy, and not direétly arifing from his 
main Defign. But thefe, and other Niceties, fach as 
the Character of Juba, direétly oppofite to what he has 
in Hiffory, the Simplicity of the Plot, the Facility of the 
Incidents, and the judicious Defign of Undernriting the 
Love-Parts, are \efler Lights res to fet off the ercater 

thofe fine Defcriptions of the Paflions of a Publick Spiris, 
its Emotions, Reféntments, and Searches afier Glory, 
thofe exalted Principles of Roman Honour, thofe juit 
and glowing Images of Liberty, Vertue, Truth, Va- 
lour, and all the Excellencies that human Nature can dif- 
play, when it expands it felf for the good of Societies ; 
which makes a Unity in the Dialogne, as well as Aflion, 
and are work’d up with all the Beauties and Purity of 
Clafical Learning ; as if there had been no great Necef- 
fity for Adorning the Theatre of Augu/tus with a Latin 
Tragedy of any tolerable Character, when their nobleft 
Patriots were referved for our Age, to fpeak more like 
themfelves in Englifh. 

1 was fo well pleafed with Czto, that I had no 
thot ghts of mentioning him in the Language of a 
Critick ; but } would be underftood to commend with a 
little Judgment ; and my Aim is to prevent the Folly 
of one or two Dablers, who may perhaps miftake a 
Fiatvs of Party tor Geniws, and expofe themfelves by 
Attacking, what it would be more for their Advantage 
to Study, than Cenfure. They may think they are pro- 
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vok'S to “it, by, the Infolence of the Whigs, who tried 
to make this a Party Play ; but their Clamours and Im- 
inence deferve no other Notice, on this occafion, 
than Contempt and gencrous Indignation. What a 
Misfortune is ittor a Gentleman of Wi and Vertue to 
be fufpetted of favouring their Side, with whom Senfe 
is of no more value ion Honefty, unlefs they can 
Corrupt it. Had not a Majority of better Fudge: ftept 
to his Relief, Cato had been damn’d by the infamous 
Applaufes of a Fuilin ; and inftead of keeping his 
Ground by his own intrinfick Merit, had fubfifted upon 
their infectious Breath, which has Tainted every Thing. 
The Charaéter and declar’d Opinion of the Aubor, 
with the Judgment of his many happy Friends of both 
Parties, were of no Weight with them; but they re- 
folved to make Cato a Whig; as if they intended to 
crown his Death with a greater Grace of Poetick uffice. 
This Indignity rouz’d fo many Publick Spirits,and called 
them to afliftance of Cato, who perfectly underftand 
the Arts they mean to encoutage, and redeem’d him out 
of their Hands, who after being routed upon every 
other Stage, muft not be allow'd to Shine any where, 
but at a Farce. | 
Could a Man, at fuch atime, be fuppos’d capable of 
admitting any Diverfion from the Aibrs in the Pit and 
Boxes, the Difirefs of Gato had been merrily temper'd 
with an Interlude, which part of the Audience were 
me to entertain us with the firff Might, whena 
roud of filly People, Creatures, who wear the Orna- 
ments of the Head altogether on the out-fide, were 
drawn up under the Leading of the Renown’d /nfide, 
and appointed to Clap at his Signals. J will not fuppofe 
them quite fo Stupid and Senfelefs, but Cato, and a 
lirtle Attention, might have warm'd them, without the 
Ward of Command. The Speflator never appear'd in 
Publick with a worfe Grace, I remember Mr. Bicker- 
Raff at the Playboufe, and with what a modeft, decent 
Gravity he behav’d himfelf: Hence he was fo well fup- 
orted in his Decline, and fo heartily pitty’d at his 
th. He would have us'd the Grandfon of the Great 
Cenfor better. Mr. Add——on had fo often fav'd him 
trom expofing himfelf in the Service of a Faction, that 
he would never have requited his Friend, by an attempt 
to engage him, againft his Will, in the fame drudgery. 
Sir Gibby, and his Band of Li:tle Gritick: from ‘Change 
Alley, ought to be Pardon'd, on another Account, for 
giving their Zeal an Advantage over their Underftand- 
ing, when they Clapt with fo much awkward Fury, 
thofe Parts in the Character of Sempronius, where he 
Mouths for War and Liberty. Sympathy is a powerful 
Motive ; and I believe it was no Surprize to them, to 
find their own G@nt put into the Mouth of a Villain, 
who profanes the Name of Liberty, and under that 
difguife, betrays Cato’and his own Country. But the 
Otd Viceroy, and his Embroider'd Underlings, thould have 
been the only part of the Audience who fate uncon- 
cerned at thofe fine Lines, 


When Vice prevails, and impious Men bear fway, 
The Pot of Honour is a private Station. 


Plunderers of the Publick, and Debtors to the Senzte’s 
Juftice, cannot without an egregious Banter, apply this 
to themfelves. 

Nothing could have more expos’d the defpicable Ig- 
norance and extream Folly of the Whigs, than their 
imagining there was any thing in this Lragedy, which 
‘favour’d their wretched Schemes, or the Characters of 
their Leaders. Were a Man to fupply the Place of the 
Chorus, and explain upon Cato, he might tell the Au- 
dience, how he is reprefented as contending to the laft, 
for the Caufe of true Liberty ; a Liberty confiftent with 
the Conftitution of his Country ; contending 


—— For the Laws, the Rights, 
The gen’rous Plan of Power, deisver'd down 
From Age to Age, by bis renown’d Forefathers. 


This Caufe he maintains againft 2 few Mercenary 
Wrerches at home, who were Infpir'd, not with the 
Love of Liberty, or Thirft of Honour, 





—— But bupes to fhare the Spoil - 
Of conqgucr'd Town:, and p!ander'd Provinas. 


This Caufe he maintains againft Cefar, the Gener} fo 


Life, the Perpetual Dittator. He appears against 


Oppreffion, Tyranny, and Power ufurp'd, 
—— Gmilt, Rebellion, Fraud and Cefar. 
Azsinjt the Man, in a falfe glaring Light, 
Which Congue/t and Succels bad thrown upon him. 
—— He fom him black 
With Murder, Treafon, Sacriledge and Crimes 
That ftrike the Soul xith Hirror. 
—— Ke ing to disband his Legions, 
Submit his Attions to the publick Cenjure, 
And ftand the Fudgment of a Roman Senate, 
—— With dreadful courfe be rufbes on 
From War to War. 





This is the Cafar whom Cato oppos'd, the Patron 
War, the fomenter of Civil Dieord, who was at 9 
Head of a Fattions Army, had aw’'d and corrupted the 
Senate, fortified himfelf with Foreign Bands, and mad 
the Ruin of his Country the Aim of his Ambition, 
Vl venture the Parallel, let the Whigs apply it where 
they pleafe. 

Was Cato for a Republick, and will the Wigs prefame to 
own they love him on this Account ? But was not tha 
Republick the Conjfitution ? Machiavil commends it 3; 
a noble Scheme, becaufe it comprehended the Tore 
feveral Sorts of Government in an admirable Tempe. 
rature : The Confular Dignity refembled Monarchy, the 
Senate Ariftocracy, and the Tribanes Democracy. f this 
it comes near our Three Legiflative Powers ; and then 
there is no manner of doubt, but if Cato had been 
born in our Age, he would have liv'd and dyda 
Britain. 

What a Picture have we of a noifie feditious Medler 
in the Perfon of Sempronius? He bauls loudeft for Li- 
berty, and yet betrays it. He breaths nothing but Blood 
and Wer, and then joins with a treacherous Foreigner 
Scyphax, in confpiring the Ruin of Cato and of Rom, 
Whilft Lucius, who is for Peace, is reprefented Mili, 
Temperate and Wife, and has Cate’s dying Approbation, 
as a faithful Friend to his Country. Even Marcia and 
Lucia are made to beftow their Charms only on the 
Lovers of the Conftitution, and to give this as one 
Reafon of their Choice. 

In fhort, nothing belonging to this Play ought to be 
the Whigs, but only the Epilogue. Micky Nacky in Vent 
Preferv'd is not more low and Foolifh. 1 fee no mar- 
ner of Reafon for coupling Scaramench with Cato. Ai: 
ter fo noble a Reprefentation, fuch a Diftrefs, and fuch 
folemn Images, to have the Ideas of Dying a Mud 
—— Choice of Two Vous in Convents —— Evy 
faid, nay —— Repenting in a Coach and Six — Courchi 
no Senthiode and fuch Stuff intrude upon us, 3 
might ferve to tag an Interlude in a Boarding School, tor 
Bread and Butter Mies in {Bibs and Hinging-fleeves, is 
Pedantry in Farce, that calls down the Vengeance of 
Birch upon every Line. How unequally is Mr. Ad—{» 
fupported, with the Ingenious Mr. P-pe on one fixe, 
and —— 1 vow to Gzd, Madam, onvother. That de- 
licate Author might have taught him the Decorum ot 
Garnitare in his excellent Prologue, which fays, 














Dare to have a your felf, ——— 
Such Epilogucs fissuld pleafe a Britith Ezr, 
As Cato’s felf bad not difdain’d to hear. 


If ic fhould be carried, that all Dramatick Heroes, fot 
the future, ought to come attended with their Fosl:, 
know where to recommend them. 

I cannot part with Czo fo eafily ; and therefore 
my next, thall Examine the Charatters of thisGreat P« 
triot and of his oppofite, Cefar, as they lie in Hii" 
and the Claficks ; leaving Mr. Ad an entirely ou! 
of the Squabble of Parties. And then I fhall direct ™Y 
Readers, where they may find thofe great Originals mot 
exactly Copy’d by the Maderns. 





TREE —_—_ 
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